
Towards Livable Urban Environment, for City of Pune, India

Study area Livability concerns identified Landscape opportunities identified 

Deccan and Peths 
 

Non-accessible spaces for 
pedestrians, underutilised
riverfront, non-friendly road 
sections, no visual identity. 

‘Modification of the Heritage walk Rout’ 
and the Riverfront Landscape 
Development’  
 

Swargate to Katraj 
area along the BRT 
(Bus Rapid Transit) 
rout 
 

Lack of pedestrian facilities, 
safe road traffic, and suitable 
vegetation policy, distribution 
of public open spaces and 
associational value and visual 
identity. 

Landscape Development of the stream 
banks for pedestrian connections and 
activities. 
 

Sinhagad road area 
 

Lacks in terms of pedestrian 
network, climatic comfort, 
undeveloped public open 
spaces, visual order, and 
neglected canal water front. 

Landscape development of religious 
precincts and the canal fronts as public open 
spaces. 
 

Paud-Kothrud 
Warje tekdi area 
 

Neglected hills, traffic chaos, 
lack of larger scale open spaces, 
pedestrian links, suitable 
vegetation policy, visual image, 
accessibility to available open 
spaces and climatic comfort. 
 

Landscape development of available public 
open spaces i.e Warje Tekdi as a designated 
Bio-diversity Park, a designated but 
neglected public park at its foothills and 
developing a pedestrian link joining the 
northern and southern approaches to the 
hills. 

Hadapsar area 
 

Lack of pedestrian networks 
and public open spaces. The hill 
area, ‘Ram Tekdi’is encroached 
upon  

The area between the old and new canal 
which is neglected, inaccessible and non-
utilised seems to be only available public 
open space for landscape intervention. 

Baner area 
 

Availability of new public open 
space but lack of planning of 
landscape landuses, vegetation 
and water management policy, 
piecemeal development, 
neglected hill areas, loss of 
visual identity due to 
uncontrolled development at the 
foothills of the surrounding 
hills.  

Landscape development of available public 
open spaces along River Ram, ‘Pashan 
Lake front’ as a bio reserve, ‘Ram Nadi 
(river)’corridor with the temple precinct and 
the landscape redevelopment of the 
neglected and underutilised public park. 
 
 

 

  Inputs from representatives from various fields such as urban design, transport planning, 
town planning, citizens, and planning authorities helped to get a holistic view about the 
existing city.The landscape interventions and proposals were based on the livability 
indicators studied and a relevant landscape approach selected

  The studio process was an elaborate and comprehensive journey, understanding urban 

livability and searching opportunities for a landscape architect to enhance the available 

open spaces in an existing city. The 16 weeks studio gave a methodology to understand 

and to respond to the landscape potentials of our exiting cities.

The work laid emphasis on process of studying landscape areas and their livability concerns in the existing urban context of 
Pune, in Maharashtra, India, as a case study. The studio gave us an opportunity to take a fresh look at the existing urban 
fabric and identify opportunities for landscape intervention. The city was studied in six parts,as representative urban units, 
by preparing base maps, site study and interacting with citizens. Available open spaces and landscape landmarks were 
mapped, analysed and synthesized in detail, understanding landscape values and issues associated with the same. 
Landscape projects at policy and design levels were formulated addressing the significant livability concerns such as 
accessibility, readability, cultural connections, climatic comfort, vibrancy, experiential quality, Need and aspiration based 
evolution of the place, flexibility to evolve with time- open ended character,functional sustainabilityetc. for the respective 
urban unit. 

S D Landge, Directorate of Town planning of Maharashtra State, Shri Shrinivas Bonala Additional City Engineer, PMC , Urban 
Designer Ravi Kadam , Urban Designer Chaitanya Peshwe guided the students for the project through the Intermediate Juries.
Shri Upase, Irrigation Department of Pune was invited to talk on the water resource management.
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